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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. TORRES of California). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
June 15, 2022. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable NORMA J. 
TORRES to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 10, 2022, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 
11:50 a.m. 

f 

BUILDING A BETTER AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. GARCIA) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize President 
Biden’s and House Democrats’ work in 
reducing the budget deficit, fighting 
inflation, and lowering the cost of 
goods in America. 

Madam Speaker, it is no secret Rus-
sia’s cruel war against Ukraine is driv-
ing up prices not only here in America 
but all over the globe. Putin’s price 
hike has increased gas prices by $2 a 

gallon in many places since Russian 
troops began to threaten Ukraine, and 
families are seeing higher prices in the 
grocery aisles also. 

But President Biden and House 
Democrats won’t stand by and watch 
rising costs and inflation continue to 
burden our hardworking families. 
Putin may raise prices temporarily, 
but President Biden and House Demo-
crats are fighting back with key legis-
lation, and we will win. 

This week alone, Democrats acted to 
lower costs and crack down on out-
rageous ocean shipping fees by passing 
the bipartisan Ocean Shipping Reform 
Act. These shipping fees have made 
goods more expensive for American 
small businesses and American con-
sumers. This bill will correct this in-
equity and make sure that American 
consumers are not being overcharged. 

Democrats soon will pass the Lower 
Food and Fuel Costs Act, which aims 
to lower prices for American families 
in the grocery aisle and at the gas 
pump by giving American farmers and 
ranchers the support they need to 
thrive. This bill will take massive 
steps, including lowering fertilizer 
costs in the field to lower prices at the 
grocery store; lowering meat and poul-
try costs by increasing meatpacking 
competition and capacity; and lowering 
prices at the pump by making cheaper, 
cleaner Unleaded 88 more available. 

These are meaningful and practical 
steps we are taking to ensure lower 
prices and to lower inflation. But that 
is not all. 

This week, Democrats have delivered 
for the American people and will con-
tinue to do so. Last March, we passed 
the COMPETES Act. Now it is in con-
ference, and we are negotiating with 
the Senate. The COMPETES Act will 
strengthen our supply chain and lower 
costs big time. 

This bill also will help us make more 
products right here in America. We will 
see ‘‘Made in the USA.’’ 

It also will include my bill, which has 
language to provide critical grants for 
maritime centers that would ensure 
our supply chain is not interrupted by 
work shortages and to ensure a pipe-
line of the future workforce. This will 
lower prices for our districts, like mine 
in Texas-29, and it will also create 
many good-paying local jobs for people 
in my district and all hardworking 
Texans. 

Madam Speaker, I am hopeful that 
our negotiations with the Senate while 
we are in the conference committee 
will soon end and that we can find final 
passage of this very critical bill be-
cause this bill will make sure that 
America competes and that America 
will see products that say ‘‘USA.’’ 

Madam Speaker, one major accom-
plishment less talked about but so im-
portant to all of us today and tomor-
row is President Biden’s historic Fed-
eral deficit cut. In a nutshell, Presi-
dent Biden has delivered the largest 
Federal deficit cut in the past 16 
months than any other President’s 
first 16 months. 

You see, Democrats understand that 
building a better America is not only 
about today, but it is also about our fu-
ture generations. It is about building a 
better America for all of us here today 
but also for generations to come. That 
is why Biden is on track to drop the 
budget deficit by more than $1.6 tril-
lion this year alone. 

In contrast, the Trump administra-
tion and my Republican colleagues 
raised the deficit every year that Mr. 
Trump was in office. 

President Biden and House Demo-
crats will remain committed to low-
ering costs for working families, and I 
promise we will make good on that 
promise. We will continue delivering 
results for today and for generations to 
come. 
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